
Slave Resistance – Go Down Moses     Name ___________________ 
 
Go Down Moses 
1.  When Israel was in Egypt Land, let my people go 
Oppressed so hard, they could not stand, let my people go 
 
2.  Go Down, Moses, way down in Egypt land 
Tell old Pharaoh, let my people go 
 
3.  Thus said the Lord, bold Moses said, let my people go 
If not I’ll strike your first born dead, let my people go 
 
4.  No more bondage shall they be, let my people go 
And then shall of all humankind be free, let my people go 
 
5.  Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt land 
Tell old, Pharaoh, let my people go. 
 
 
Identify some words or phrases that you think might be symbols.  What do you think they might mean? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What do you think the overall message of this song is, in relation to slavery? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Directions:  Translate the lyrics to demonstrate your understanding of resistance codes in slave songs. Pay 
special attention to the underlined words and phrases.  Other than the meaning they have as written, what 
else might they mean?   
 
Go Down Moses 
1.  When Israel was in Egypt Land, let my people go ______________________________________ 

Oppressed so hard, they could not stand, let my people go___________________________________ 

 

2.  Go Down, Moses, way down in Egypt land_____________________________________________ 

Tell old Pharaoh, let my people go_________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  Thus said the Lord, bold Moses said, let my people go_____________________________________ 

If not I’ll strike your first born dead, let my people go_______________________________________ 

 

4.  No more bondage shall they be, let my people go_________________________________________ 

And then shall of all humankind be free, let my people go______________________________________ 

 

5.  Go down, Moses, way down in Egypt land_______________(don’t do this line)_____________________ 

Tell old, Pharaoh, let my people go.________________________(don’t do this line)_____________________ 

 


