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et’s travel back in time

about 3,500 years to a

large wheat field in the

e Indus Valley. Imagine
you are standmg in that field, help-

ing your family cut wheat with
short, stone knives. It’s 2 hot day,
and the sweet smell of wheat rises
from the ground.

Suddenly, you hear a rumble,
a kind of quiet thunder in the dis-
tance. As the sound grows louder,
strange figures come into view,

. speeding toward you. Everyone
in the wheat field stops working.
They seem 1o have frozen where
they stand.

The fast-moving figures are
now close enough for vou to see

w500
600

clearly. Large, powerful animals,
unlike any you've ever seen be-
fore, are galloping across the plain,
pulling two-wheeled carts behind

them. Tall men stand upright in the |

onrushing carts, their swords flash-
ing bronze in the sunhght: Terri-
fied, you hide in the uncut wheat -
as the carts clatter by vou. ‘
As you soon learn, those large
animals are horses, and the two-
wheeled carts are called chariots.

Both of these were unknown in the
L e Aryan

Indus Valley before this time.

More important, the men
aboard the chariots are called
Aryans. The arrival of the Aryans
in the Indus Valley will change the
course of Indian history.
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-Who Were the Aryans?

To the people of the Indus Val-
ley, the Aryans must have seemed
strange, indeed. They looked dif-
ferent. They were generally taller
than the people who lived in the
valley, and they had lighter skin.
They spoke a strange language and
worshiped unfamiliar gods. Also,
their lifestyle was centered on
herding rather than farming.

But the Indus Valley people
had time to become used to these
new arrivals because the Arvans
didn’t make a mass invasion.
Rather, they moved into the Indus

Valley, Littie by little, over along
period of time.

Indo-European Migrations
Long before they reached
India, the Aryans lived in the
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Key Terms

L e miigration

grasslands of eastern Europe onh

of the Black and Caspian sea
They were part of a larger group
we now call the Indo-Europeans.
The Indo-Europeans were a
seminomadic people who herded
cattle, goats, and sheep. They
generally traveled from place to
place in tribes, groups made up of

Ancient India
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