Epic of Gilgamesh

‘O man of Shuruppak, son of Ubartutu:

Tear down the house and build a boat!

Abandon wealth and seek living beings!

Spurn possessions and keep alive living beings!
Make all living beings go up into the boat.

The boat which you are to build,

its dimensions must measure equal to each other:
its length must correspond to its width.’

Utnapishtim obeyed:

‘One (whole) acre was her floor space,

i Ten dozen cubits the height of each of her walls,

' Ten dozen cubits each edge of the square deck.

| laid out the shape of her sides and joined her together.
| provided her with six decks,

Dividing her (thus) into seven parts.’ ...

Utnapishtim sealed his ark with pitch, took all the kinds of vertebrate animals,
and his family members, plus some other humans. Shamash the sun god
showered down loaves of bread and rained down wheat. Then the fiood came,
so fierce that:

‘“The gods were frightened by the flood,

and retreated, ascending to the heaven of Anu.

The gods were cowering like dogs, crouching by the outer wall.
Ishtar shrieked like a woman in childbirth,

the sweet-voiced Mistress of the Gods wailed:

“The olden days have alas turned to clay,

because | said evil things in the Assembly of the Gods!
How could | say evil things in the Assembly of the Gods,
ordering a catastrophe to destroy my people!!

No sooner have | given birth to my dear people

than they fill the sea like so many fish!”

The gods—those of the Anunnaki—were weeping with her,
the gods humbly sat weeping, sobbing with grief,

their lips burning, parched with thirst.’

However, the flood was relatively short:

‘Six days and seven nights

came the wind and flood, the storm flattening the land.
When the seventh day arrived, the storm was pounding,
the flood was a war—struggling with itself like a woman
writhing (in labor).



